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CW EXCLUSIVE

His career is hotter than ever, but what Blake Shelton
really cherishes is his precious time at home in Oklahoma
with family, friends and girlfriend Miranda Lambert.
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;" Blake Shelton
released his fifth album,
Startin® Fires, in late
November, he did
everything he could to et the world
know it was out there. He did interviews
with all sorts of TV shows, magazines
and radio stations, sang on the Today
show, toured with girlfriend Miranda
Lambert—the whole nine yards.

Once that work was done, he
disappeared.

For two quiet and peaceful weeks
in early December, Blake laid low at
hig ranch in Tishomingo, Okla., a litle
town of 3,000 souls located 25 miles
above the Texas border and 40 miles
below Blake's hometown of Ada,
Okla. During those two weeks he got
up in the moming, went deer hunting,
then ¢ home and did it all over
again the next day. “I went into
. hiding,” he confesses. I didn"t even
g0 to the grocery store.™

Today he's back at work. going
full-tiltin one of the noisiest, most
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 past year—fi wuthlussﬁmoa'ﬂ"
Clash of the Choirs in December
2007, then with the No. 1 status of
“*Home,” one of the biggest hits of his
You’nq Bl;‘-kv career, and the success of his follow-
s;'r; '(‘;‘*; ther up, “She Wouldn't Be Gone.”
All the same, he's always glad 1o
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back to his home state three years ago
after spending more than a decade in
Nashville, and the change has created a
comfortable barrier between his business
and private lives. “I meanttodo ita

long time ago,” he says. “I first moved

to Nashville in 1994 and the last thing 1
told my family when I left was, ‘I will be
back. I'm not moving out there to live,
I"m just moving out there to give this
country music career thing a shot.” Time
got away from me, and [ ended up living
there a lot longer than I thought I would.”
Growing up in small-town Oklahoma

had an enormous impact on
Blake's identity and personality. For
example, he notes the “laid-back

sense of humor™ he shares with fellow
Oklahoma natives like Vince Gill and
Carrie Underwood. “We don’t take
ourselves all that seriously,” he says.
“I'll constantly make fun of myself. If |
don’t do that, then I'm not being honest.
That's just who I am.”

It was in Oklahoma that Blake
discovered his love for music, under the
spell of his older brother, Richie. “His
room was straight across
the hallway from mine,”

Blake remembers, “He'd  Blake Shelton, go to

be in there cranking
up anything from Ted
Nugent all the way to Waylon Jennings,
Hank Williams Ir., Garth Brooks, Joan
Jett—it was all over the map. He loved ‘1]
Can't Touch This' by MC Hammer. I can't
tell you how many times I heard that damn
song coming out of his room! He wasn't a
singer or guitar player or anything, but he
was the biggest fan of music that I've ever
met, still to this day.

*“He could do no wrong in my eyes.

Blake as a boy in Oklahoma.
Below, the Shelton kids pose
for a family portrait: (from
left) Richie, Endy and Blake.

He was my hero, so I thought, ‘If
he loves music that much, that's what |
want to do." If my brother Richie thought
it was cool, then that’s what | had to do. |
think it started there.”

Tragically, Richie didn't get to see
the seed he planted grow into country

stardom for his little

in a car crash at age 24,
During Blake’s recent
two-week hunting
vacation, he was joined for a few days
by his father, Dick. “He and I talk about
what I do a lot, but we've never had that
reflective conversation until this year,”
Blake muses. “He said, ‘I wish your
brother could have seen [your success].”
My brother would have taped CD covers
1o the side of his truck and driven all over
town pointing at them. He would have
freaked out.” Blake's self-titled 2001

For more on | E brother—he was killed
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debut was dedicated to Richie’s memory,
These days Blake is keeping his family
closer than ever. “T know it sounds weird,
bat my stepfather lives with me,” he
notes with a laugh. “Miranda and [ are
gone so much that we've got to have
somebody watch the places and do the
work for us. So we hired my stepdad, and
he takes care of both of our farms.” His
mom, Dorothy, remains in Ada while a
house the couple is building on Blake's
1,200-acre property is completed. Older
sister Endy Intrieri is a jewelry designer

in Moore, Okla., whose wares you
can sec at endydesigns.com.

Don’t expect the family to expand
anytime soon, though. Asked if he and
Miranda have seriously considered
marriage, Blake lets loose an
embarrassed laugh and pauses while

considering how to answer. “It's stupid
to cay | haven't thought about it, but

we’re not going to do that anytime
soon,” he reveals. “T love the spot that
my life is in right now. I can’t speak for
Miranda—she may tell you it sucks—
but it’s the best that it"s been for me.”
Besides, he figures, “T don’t know
why | would be in any hurry to do that,
and Miranda shouldn’t be either. She's
25 and she’s still Jearning a lot about
herself right now. I'm 32 and still having
fun with my life at the moment. I don't
wanl 1o change anything right now.”
Bluke and Miranda have grown
comfortable with one another’s families.
Indecd, Miranda—who hails from
Lindale, Texas, about 150 miles south of
Tishomingo-—is at home with Blake's
family members “to the point where now
they argue.” he observes. “When you
get to that point in a relationship where
you can get pissed off at each other and
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Blake surveys his ranch in
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lishom ngo Okla. He moved
back to his home state t
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decade in Nashville
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ou might think that life would
Y have changed for the better for
Blake since he was named one of
People magazine’s “Sexiest Men Alive”
But he says that girlfriend Miranda
Lambert was unimpressed, and his
female fans seem no more ardent than
they had been.
In fact, the
main difference
Blake has seen
is that his male
friends and
family members
have been
enthusiastically
giving him a very
hard time about
his new status as

Richard Simmens on the cover of Country Weekly.”

"HERE COMES BIG SEXY

official prime beefcake, "Now they say things

like, 'Oh, well, back up everybody! Look how sexy this guy

is! Don't make eye contact with himl™ Blake explains with an
exasperated laugh. “I'm no longer ‘Blake! It's, Here comes Big
Sexyl’ It's, ‘Blake, you'd better not go hunting, you can't get mud on youl' It's pretty
bad, As far as they're concerned, there may as well be a picture of me kissing

“I"'ve never been

happier,” Blake says

38 COUNTRY WEEKLY

BLAKE SHELTON CONTINUED

yell, then you're family. Same way
with her parents. Her mom and I have
little arguments over stupid stufT all the
time."” Blake has the remedy for that:
“I've learned that if 1 ever want to suck
up to Beverly Lambert, [ have to go
and buy banana Laffy Taffys. When 1
say something stupid and she gets mad
about it, I'll bring her a Laffy Taffy and
everything’s good.”

ake no mistake—Blake

thoroughly enjoys his musical

carcer, and speaks hopefully
about having a long run like George
Strait or another famous Oklahoman,
Reba McEntire. 1 hope we get to do
this interview 10 years from now and
we're talking about what 1've done
from this point until then,” he says. “I'll
do whatever I"'ve got (o do to nurture
my career and keep it going. But the
fact is that I've accomplished a lot of
the things that T wanted to accomplish
when [ sct out to do this, and everything
from here on out is just gravy.

“1 love what 1 do and I'm thankful
for it, but it's not the thing that makes
me happy. Being home is what makes
me happy.” CW




